Grand Haven Golf Club

March 2020

Jumpstart Newsletter

Inside this issue
From the Head Pro ..................... 3

From the General Manager
Andrea Knox

Great Golf Shots ......................... 2
From the Membership Director .. 3

From the F&B Director ............... 4

Hold on to your hat, March is about to blow past us with an amazing flurry
of activities! From golf events through the return of Bingo Night; you’ll want to keep the club
calendar handy so you don’t miss any of the fun!

From the WGA League................ 5-6
From the LGL League .................. 6
From the MGA League................ 7
From the Handicap Committee... 7

March is by far, always our busiest month. With the peak of winter up north and perfect
weather here in Florida for just about anything – it’s no wonder! Please take your time and go
through the entire newsletter this month to see all the great things we have planned to keep
you active and engaged.
Did you know that in addition to our commitment to daily sanitization practices, we have
contracted a monthly service to sanitize the interior of the clubhouse. The application, called
“Clean Shield”, is an electrostatic mist disinfectant approved by the FDA to kill Coronavirus and
other germs. There is no odor, it is safe around food and clings to surfaces. We also have a
huge bucket of wipes containing the same disinfectant that we use daily on hard surfaces and
high touch points. Thank you for continuing to wear your mask in the club house and when
social distancing is not an option. The number of members receiving the COVID-19 vaccine is
very encouraging too – keep up the good work!
How about the new course accessories we added last month! It is exciting to get a fresh new
look at bag drop and on the driving range. Later this month the rest of the new accessories
package is due to arrive including new tee markers, flag sticks and flags. Can’t wait to see it all
together! The other big news of course is the bunker renovation project that is set to begin in
late April or early May. And there’s more – a new fleet of golf carts have been ordered and
should arrive by late summer! The current fleet has held up well, but with the increased
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Upcoming Events
 Couples Championship
 Callaway Fitting Day
 Italian Take Out
 Club Championship
 Bingo
 North-South Tournament
 Prime Rib Night
 Swinging Sunday
 Mars vs. Venus

Tuesday - Sunday
7:00 am - 5:00 pm
Tee Time reservations can be
made by calling the Golf Shop
during regular hours
Score posting after Golf Shop
hours can be done from home
at

http://www.ghin.com/
scorePosting.aspx

Driving Range Hours
Tuesday,
Thursday-Sunday
Front of Range 7am to 4pm

Wednesdays
Front of Range 7am to 3pm
An early close is needed to
accommodate a clean pick for
mowing the following morning.
Starting March 14th with
Day Light Savings Time,
Front of Range
Thursday—Sunday
7:30am to 5pm

Did you notice the blue stakes are back out at green sides. If you have a handicap flag
for your golf cart, please park your cart keeping the stake between you and the green.
Our cart traffic is at an all-time high with single riders and peak golf season. We need
everyone to help keep the golf course in healthy playing shape. The constant cart
traffic around the greens compacts the soil and leads to thin turf and tight lies . . . no
fun for anyone! Please, park your cart on the cart path at all tees and greens. Anyone
truly needing easier access due to physical limitations may park their cart at the blue
post, otherwise keep it on the cart path. And there should never be an instance
where a cart is driven between the green and a sand trap, on a steep slope or closer
to the green than the blue post. Besides, the extra couple of steps it takes to walk
from the cart path to the green gives you a chance to plan your next shot, read the
green, enjoy your playing partners, and get some exercise. Enjoy the walk!
While we are talking golf carts, this is a good time to prepare everyone for a return to
two riders per cart in the near future. There are many things to consider, but the
strain of limited tee times due to the single rider carts, stress on our staff, equipment
and golf course and an increase in vaccinations; will all weigh into the decision on
timing. A giant thank you for your help and continued support through all the
challenges.

Now get out and play,

Andrea

From The Head Pro

Golf Shop Hours

rounds from single rider carts, the battery life has been drastically reduced. Golf cart
battery life is measured in amp hours with each cart carrying a battery warrantee for
24,000 amp hours. Our fleet is already approaching that mark now. So, although our
lease is not due to convert on the current fleet, the waning battery life has made it an
urgent matter. Our new fleet will also bring us into a new era with lithium batteries
replacing the traditional lead batteries of the past! The advantage of lithium batteries
over lead is significant with shorter charge times, longer battery life, less overall
weight and no biweekly watering maintenance needed. Thanks to our staff’s diligent
battery maintenance on the current fleet and people sharing carts, we should make it
to the transition in good shape.

Wednesdays
Front of Range
7:30 am to 4pm
Back of range will reopen when
we return to two
people per cart.

REMINDER
GOLF CARTS ARE NOT
ALLOWED OFF GOLF
COURSE PROPERTY!
Carts should never leave the
parking lot, or be taken into a
back yard or onto a street.
If you need a ride home, please
ask in the golf shop and we will
be happy to give you a lift.
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Great Golf Shots
During the WGA Stableford play Tuesday, February 9th
Linda Similo holed her 3rd shot on the par five 11th hole for
an Eagle! Linda’s shot was witnessed by Linda Conroy, and
Mary Lussier.

Sunday, February 14th Tom Smith holed his second shot
from the fairway on the par four 12th hole for an Eagle
using an 8 iron. Tom’s deuce was witnessed by Michael
Haines.
Tuesday, February 23rd one of our new members, Rodney
Russell, aced the par three 17th hole from the White Tees
using a 5 iron. Rodney’s ace was witnessed by Ron
Walker, Dick Haines, and Mike Ryan.
Saturday, February 27th Jan Marsh scored a hole in one on
the par three 5th hole using a 7 iron. Jan’s ace from the
white tees was witnessed by Dave Lyons, Frank Large, and
James Davis.

From the Golf Pro
Billy Van Arsdale
Our club’s competition committee has adopted the new U.S.G.A. local
rule when you hit your ball out of bounds or you believe the ball to be
lost outside a penalty area but it comes with a two shot penalty.
This option allows the player to drop in a large area between the
point where the ball is estimated to have come to rest or gone out
of bounds and the edge of the fairway of the hole being played that is not nearer the hole. This
means you can as much as two club lengths, 90 degrees from where the ball crossed the out of
bounds line (or where it came to rest the area it was lost) into the fairway as long as you do not
go nearer the hole. The key here is you cannot go nearer the hole from these points. If you want
to see the U.S.G.A. description simply copy this link https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home page/rules-hub/rules-modernization/major-changes/golfs-new-rules-stroke-and-distance.html
and you can see the example of both situations.

This Local Rule cannot be used for an unplayable ball, or for a ball that is known or virtually
certain to be in a penalty area. If a provisional ball is played and neither the original ball nor the
provisional ball can be found, then the Local Rule may be applied for the provisional ball that
cannot be found. Also, during the current Covid situation we are allowing you the option of
placing your ball in a bunker if your ball is in an area that has not been raked. Please contact the
Golf Shop if you have any questions about the Local Rules!!

Meet Your New Members!

Jim and Maryann Davis
Trial Membership
Phillip and Karen Jo
Dolamore
Social Advantage
Jerry and Diane Hurd
Grand Golf
Marty and Tracy Marion
Grand Golf
Eli Smith
Grand Golf

If you have any requests for Tee Times, League sign ups or cancellations, or any Club events sign ups or
cancellations please sent requests like this to the grandhavengc@grandhavegc.com email address. I am
at the Golf Shop desk most of the time and can process your requests in a timely manner.

“There’s no game like golf. You leave for 18 holes with 3 friends
and return with 3 enemies!”

From the Membership Director
Ron Snider
February was another great month for Grand Haven Golf Club
and thank you to all the members that are referring friends
and family to our wonderful club. I greatly appreciate the
support and your referrals help us ensure the warm, friendly
and family atmosphere that makes Grand Haven so special.
Don’t be shy, if you see a new neighbor moving into Grand
Haven, have them come see me or get their names and I will
do the rest. Start accumulating Referral Rewards Points with each new member you
introduce to the club. Please keep them coming!

Referral Rewards
Thank you Laurie Chatey
for introducing
Ron and Carol Pfister
to our membership family.
Enjoy your new driver
compliments of our
Membership Referral
Rewards!

The Thursday Night Member Mixers have been a huge success and very popular. They are
an excellent way to meet new friends, enjoy some complimentary golf instruction and
then head to the Nicklaus Grille for specials on appetizers and drinks. Every Thursday from
3:30pm to 4:30pm on the range we will have some fun and help you improve your golf
game. Please call the golf shop to let us know you are coming.
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From the F&B Director
Jeri Harper
NICKLAUS GRILLE
HOURS OF OPERATION

LUNCH
TUESDAY - SUNDAY
11:00AM TO 4:00PM

DINNER
WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY
5:00PM TO 7:00PM

JOIN US FOR:
CURB SIDE
PICKUP
Call ahead!

INSIDE DINING
Reservations Required

CALL:
(386) 445-2327
EXT 2

We have so many activities to look forward to this month! Bingo is back!!!
Wednesday, March 24th, join us for Bar & Appy specials with BINGO called by
yours truly. Reservations require so we can plan accordingly. We ask all bingo
players to arrived by 5:30pm. We will come to your table to sell bingo cards to
avoid crowding around the head table. You may buy your bingo cards with cash
or member charge. Winnings will be paid out in gift cards to the restaurant! Look
forward to seeing some big winners!
Don’t forget about Prime Rib on Saturday, March 27th. Again, this night sells out so make sure to
reserve your table early! We’re looking forward to a fun busy month. We’ll seeing you around the
fire pit, on the patio, or in the clubhouse soon!

Wine of the Month

DARK HARVEST
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
CHARDONNAY
Available $20 Per Bottle! Try One Today

Draft of the Month

SAM ADAMS
WATCH YOUR
EMAILS FOR
DINNER
SPECIALS!

COLD SNAP
Available on tap!

IPA Of the Month
REMINDER

FACE MASKS ARE REQUIRED IN
AND AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE
Masks may be
removed to eat and drink, but
please wear your mask while
entering, exiting, moving around
the Clubhouse and anywhere
Social Distancing is not possible.

ORMOND BEACH
BREWING COMPANY
LAWN CHAIR IPA
Available in cans!
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From The WGA League
INTERCLUB COMPETITION UPDATES
Our interclub matches are finally underway and we're making up for lost time! The Grand
Haven Women's Golf Association participates in two interclub leagues. They are the Women's
Players Club (WPC) and Seagals.

NEW!!! Course Accessory
Package has arrived!

Billy and Rob standing at the
new bag drop podium.
Also included new bag stands,
driving range accessories and
course signage!!!

WPC
As noted in last month's newsletter, WPC invites the pro golfer and top eight players from
each club to compete in match play. The pro and first four matches are played on a gross basis
and the remaining matches are net.
The WPC was originally started in 1997 by Peg Kavaljian of Matanzas Woods Golf Club and
included Matanzas Woods, Hammock Dunes, Plantation Bay and Marsh Creek. Grand Haven
joined in 1999. Prestwick joined in 2001 replacing Hammock Dunes, which dropped out before
the 2001-2002 season. Oceanside joined in 2002, bringing the total to six participating golf
clubs. Matanzas Woods and Marsh Creek subsequently dropped out due to the closure of
Matanzas Woods and for Marsh Creek, travel distance. The 2020-2021 season includes Grand
Haven, Club De Bomont, Prestwick, and Oceanside. The original format was points awarded to
a two person team for front, back and overall.
Past Grand Haven WPC Captains include: Bridgid Tobin (1999-2001); and Sue
Gump (2002-2010). The current Captain is Joan Callahan (2011-Present).
The results from the Jan. 19th outing at Club De Bomont are:
PRESTWICK 42 points
GRAND HAVEN. 37.5 points
CLUB DE BONMONT 37.5 points
OCEANSIDE 33 points
The results from the Feb. 15th outing at Oceanside are:
OCEANSIDE 41 points
GRAND HAVEN 34 points
CLUB DE BONMONT 46.5 points
PRESTWICK 28.5 points
The next WPC outing is March 5th at Prestwick.
SEAGALS
The name is fun because the competition is! Seagals is an interclub match play competition,
one net best ball of a two person team. Handicaps are limited to a maximum of 27 strokes.
Each club sends five two person teams to participate. The Grand Haven WGA joined Seagals
approximately the same time as the WPC. The original captain was Bridgid Tobin, who was
also the WPC captain.
Subsequent Grand Haven Seagals captains include: Sharon Downes, Sue Gump, Judy Hackstaff,
and Laurie Chatey. The current co-captains are Amy Lamb and BJ Mott. In addition to Grand
Haven, the following clubs play in Seagals: Prestwick, Cypress Head, LPGA, LPGA Amateurs,
Club De Bomont Sugar Mill, and Oceanside. Normally one club hosts the other clubs and
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Cont. From The WGA League
eventually all the clubs host an event. Due to the size of the turnout during the
pandemic, it was decided that each club would host one other club, and all clubs
would try and play on the same day.

Swinging Sunday Results
February 28th, 2021
1st

2nd

Dale Keller
Melody Mathis
Dom Leveille
Meredith Johnson
Wil Hessert
Marion Hessert
David Hessert
Laurie Chatey

On February 11, Grand Haven hosted LPGA Amateurs. It was a hard fought event.
The results were:
LPGA Amateurs 47 points
Grand Haven 43 points
On February 26, Grand Haven travelled to Club De Bonmont. The final results were:
Club De Bonmont 46.5 points
Grand Haven 43.5 points
The next Seagals outing is March 29th at Cypress Head.
Cumulative point totals for both interclubs will be reported at the end of the season.

Tie 3rd Jeff Lacko
Pam Lacko
Jim Brogan
Cindy Brogan
Tie 3rd David Lieberman
Gary Biermann
Greg Wynn
Diane Olbrys

5th

Bob Lamb
Amy Lamb
John Fitzgerald
Heidi Fitzgerald

6th

Ron Ferrara
Susan Ferrara
John Karlberg
Anne Karlberg

7th

Rich Adamonis
Cheryl Adamonis
Bill Hoffman
Susan Hoffman

From The LGL League
The Ladies Golf League welcomed two
new members in February, Beth Aldecoa
and Cheryl Adamonis. Any lady interested in fast, friendly fun is welcome to join
us on Thursday mornings.

CTP #5
Laurie Chatey
CTP #14
Mike Van Norman

The Ladies Golf League will be holding
their spring tournament and brunch on
March 18. The theme this year is An Egg
Scramble. The tournament is a step aside
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scramble, with prizes for the top three
teams. There will also be closest to the
pin and closest to line prizes.
Three members of the LGLGH played in
an invitational at Sugar Mill on February
25. Although there were no winners
from our group, it was great fun.

From the Handicap Committee

Don’t Forget! Time Change

I was thinking maybe we ask too much to get our members to post their scores. What brought this
up was I played with a member recently who forgot to take off his pajamas before dressing one
morning. We got to #14 before he realized his mistake. He was wearing a lot of clothes to play
golf. The worst part is he dropped his pants to reveal his mistake. He will remain anonymous.
Anyway, taking the less than one minute to punch in a score can be a challenge. It may explain
why you don’t have Netflix or still pull up your garage door to park. Living in a high tech world is
demanding. I still can’t program my old VCR.
We typically get about 73% of our members posting. Far too often, it’s the same folks over and
over. I do plan to take a stronger stance on habitual non-posters by suggesting they not play in any
club tournaments or sadly letting the tournament leaders know you have an incorrect handicap.
Sorry, that’s really embarrassing. An incorrect handicap hurts you, your playing partners and
opponents.

Sunday, March 14th!

It’s also a good time to
change your smoke detector

So please, put your score in the day you play and for god’s sake, don’t wear your PJ’s under your
golf attire!

batteries this time of

year as well!

“I have a tip that will take 5 strokes off anyone’s game.. It’s called an eraser!”

From the MGA League
As we continue to battle through the pandemic, we have returned to both Wednesday tee
times and honor requested single rider carts for our rounds. We, the MGA, want to again
thank the Golf Course Management for reinstituting the single cart option for the interim
period of getting the vaccinations completed within our area and community. Our membership
continues to thrive with significant players each week in spite of the ongoing pandemic. Please
continue to be safe, social distance, mask up in the clubhouse, as we complete this mission of
vaccination. We are almost there!
We continue to have good crowds each week – 46 last week for a game of Low Gross / Low
Net. Several new members playing regularly – David Sullivan, Al Aldecoa, Ron Fake, David
Lieberman, among others. Please reach out to these and other gentlemen you don’t recognize
and say hi. We are seeing more and more new faces at Grand Haven.
Due to the COVID scares we encountered at the first of the year, our Autumn Shootout was
postponed in January; it is now rescheduled for March 4 at 2:30pm. As it is scheduled for a
Thursday afternoon (one of the Club’s busiest days), we do not expect sufficient cart to support
extra spectators for the event. If you would like to work the event, please contact Dave Neely
(dkn209@gmail.com) to see if additional help is needed.
Keeping our Members Safe

Our annual President’s Cup, renamed this year as the “Ted Kolva Memorial President’s Cup” is
scheduled for April 21 and 28th. Last year’s event was originally renamed to honor our late,
beloved friend, but the was cancelled due to COVID and the suspension of the league during
the Spring of 2020. We felt it prudent to honor Ted this year instead. If you are an MGA
member, please attend the luncheon. Take out is available if you prefer.

On March 2nd, the entire club
house was sanitized with a
clean shield disinfectant!

The MGA has a new and improved website! The MGA has had a website for a number of years
developed by Earl Buchanan and Steve Samuel over the years. The transformation of the newer
site meets the needs of a burgeoning membership providing information, game results, links to
the rules of Golf (including local rules guidelines), a photo gallery of members, spotlight golfer
exposes, information about the MGA Shootout competition, the business of the MGA Board of
Directors, and other tabs that can provide a bigger picture of the league. Community members
are invited to stop by and learn more about the MGA by going to www.ghmga.com and clicking
through the website pages that are easy to glance through and colorful to the eye. "

7

CALL THE GOLF SHOP FOR DETAILS!

SPECIAL OFFER AVAILABLE MARCH 18—APRIL 18, 2021 ONLY. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY.
SEE THE GOLF SHOP FOR DETAILS AND HOW TO ORDER.

